DISTANCE EDUCATION TASK FORCE RECOMMENDATION 101
PASADENA CITY COLLEGE October 2009

Recommendation For Inclusion of Distance Education
in the Mission Statement of the College

The Distance Education Committee recommends that Pasadena City College commit to
planning and implementing a distance education program with policies and procedures in
place, so that faculty and staff can offer equivalent academic content and student services
within an appropriate college support structure with ongoing oversight.

Rationale:

Both the U.S. Department of Education and the Accrediting Commission for Community
and Junior Colleges, Western Association of Schools and Colleges

affirm that an institution that undertakes a distance education program, should have a
mission statement that is explicit in its commitment to offering quality distance education.

Therefore, the development of a distance education program should be congruent with the
strategic plan and mission of this Institution, in fostering successful student learning.
Furthermore, administration and the Board of Trustees should be able to articulate the
strategic importance of distance education and its role in the strategic plan and mission of
the institution.

A well-articulated, institutional mission statement should be explicit about its goals of
increasing access to a diverse population of learners, reaching out to underserved or
special populations (such as working adults), serving students who need time and place
flexibility, or those who wish to develop technology as well as subject-area fluency.
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